
 

 

THE INTERNATIONAL MISERICORDIA FAMILY 

 

 

Every Action, no Matter How Small, Is Important! 

 

The Origins of the IMF 

More than 40 years ago, the Misericordia Sisters had a dream that became a reality when 

they set in place the foundations for a spiritual Family that has constantly grown and 

expanded since that time to become what it was predestined to be. It is obvious that in the 

beginning neither the Sisters nor the lay collaborators could have imagined the scope or 

the level of significance reserved for the International Misericordia Family (IMF). Little 

by little as time went by, the Holy Spirit opened the way and revealed to the members of 

the Family (Sisters and lay persons) the raison-d’être for their form of community. 

The men and women, attracted by the charism of the Community, shared in the mission 

of the Misericordia Sisters, by being of assistance to mothers living a difficult pregnancy, 

live the spirituality of Mercy and the gospel values inherent to it. The Sisters were 

successful in transmitting their human, spiritual and missionary experiences to their lay 

colleagues, by sharing their many life-stories filled with faith and hope and the lay 

member did the same.  

 

The Heirs 

One day the commitment of the International Misericordia Family took a new turn. The 

mission of the Family had evolved and was being lived differently; we no longer spoke of 

living together the founding charism with the Sisters, but of the heritage of the charism 

received from the Community. The lay members were invited to a more in-depth 

involvement that of becoming heirs to the founding charism of the Misericordia Sisters 

and to ensure its continuity for future generations by living God’s plan. Yes, to accept to 

become bearers of a charism of the Church at the service of humanity by allowing the 

newness to emerge, the newness that longs to come into being.  

You can imagine that we had to adjust to this crucial turn of events and make the required 

changes. We had to come to the important awareness that there was a lot to be done 

before we could understand the full tenure of this precious spiritual legacy belonging to 

the Misericordia Sisters, so that we could remain faithful. We set everything in place to 

form the new International Misericordia Family so that it could acquire the maturity 

necessary to respond to such a commitment. This meant that we had to clearly define the 

founding charism of the Institute, the inexhaustible spiritual treasure founded on God’s 

Loving Mercy with the specific mission “to accompany and support the single-mother 

and mothers living a difficult, distressful pregnancy and motherhood while taking into 
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consideration her child and those close to her.”   
 
Official recognition was essential in order secure the future of this Family. This study 

made it necessary for the IMF to specify what makes it distinct and makes it special in 

our Church and in society. Our reflection and appropriation of the meaning of Mercy 

(that is never finished) opened the Family to the greatness of this attitude of the heart and 

the importance of allowing it to transpire through all of our daily actions and activities. 

Even more so, this experience allowed us to better grasp the mission to entrust us and to 

develop the pride that goes with this name of God.   

 

Where Are We Today?  

It goes without saying that this long process of transformation demanded and continues to 

demand that we roll up our sleeves and work with diligence in setting in place the support 

structure required throughout the International Family, so as to ensure the stable and 

sustainable continuation of the Misericordia charism entrusted to the Misericordia Sisters 

in 1848. We know all too well that a charism cannot remain in the possession of a few, 

nor can it be lived in isolation from the life of a spiritual Family. Pope Francis says, a 

charism is a gift from God placed at the service of an entire community for the good of 

all. Solidity, stability and credibility are long-lasting anchors that we must be concerned 

about, in order to guarantee this transmission throughout time in our world and in the 

Church.  

 

The Spirit Urges Us to Take another Step  

Each year we choose a theme that is developed throughout the entire Misericordia family 

so that we may all unite our efforts and move forward in the same direction.  

This year the theme is: “Now, Together, with Joy, Let Us Move Ahead with Burning 

Zeal to Welcome the Emerging of the International Misericordia Family!”  

As of today, the members of the International Misericordia Family must double their 

efforts to put into practice a way of doing and being that will solidify the bonds of 

belonging to this spiritual Family. This sense of belonging must become tangible 

throughout the entire IMF and become visible by the sharing of our prayer life, by living 

our common mission, the gospel values specific to us and by our achievements. For the 

IMF to endure and be fully alive, it requires quality interaction, communication and the 

development of relationships between the members and the different works. We must 

never forget that the charism will live on through the years thanks to the “carrier group” 

of committed lay persons engaged in the IMF and recognized by the Church. 

 

 



 

 

An Important Year of Transition  

In the upcoming year we will experience an upheaval in our habits, mentalities and ways 

of doing and in the structures. The Misericordia Sisters are presently working with the 

committees mandated to establish a structure that will contribute to creating greater bonds 

between the different places. No matter what happens, all of us must get involved. These 

are concrete actions that will ensure the success of the “passing on” of the founding 

charism of the Misericordia Sisters to the committed lay persons engaged in the 

International Misericordia Family. The next generation needs the present lay persons to 

pursue with the same enthusiasm and passion this mission that has proved itself over and 

over again for almost 170 years. It is our privilege and responsibility to pass it forward.  

 

“Now, Together, with Joy, Let Us Move Ahead with Burning Zeal to Welcome the 

Emerging of the International Misericordia Family!”  

 

WE APPEAL TO ALL OF THE MEMBERS TO LIVE TODAY                                 

WHAT TOMORROW WILL BE! 

 

 


